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SUB J : HARUN GOES TO JAIL 

REF : KUALA LUMPUR 1758 (DTG 020855Z MAR 78) 

1 . MALAYSIAN PRESS MARCH 21 REPORTED DATUK HARUN IDRIS WAS 
REMOVED FROM HOSPITAL MARCH 20 AND TAKEN TO KUALA LUMPUR PUDU 
JAIL. 

2. AS REPORTED REFTEL, THE FORMER CHIEF MINISTER AND UMNO 
YOUTH CHIEF HAD OSTENSIBLY BEEN HELD CAPTIVE BY HIS ZEALOUS 
SUPPORTERS WHO PREVENTED THE POLICE FROM INCARCERATING HARUN, 
BUT HE EVENTUALLY SURRENDERED TO POLICE CUSTODY AND UNDERWENT 
SURGERY TO REMOVE A CYST FROM HIS LEG. 

3. WHILE HARUN WAS RECOVERING FROM SURGERY, THE KING REJECTED AN 
APPEAL FOR HIS PARDON ON MARCH 7, AND PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN 

ONN REITERATED A STERN WARNING TO ALL TO RESPECT THE RULE OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KUALA 02353 220757Z 

LAW, AND NOT TO TAKE ACTION THAT WOULD ENDANGER PUBLIC SECURITY. 
AS WE UNDERSTAND IT HARUN IS NOW BARRED FROM HOLDING PUBLIC 
OFFICE FOR FIVE YEARS. 

4. LOCAL OBSERVERS AGREE THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S FIRM BUT 
UNPROVOCATIVE STANCE WAS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE AT DEFUSING A POTENT- 
IALLY EXPLOSIVE SITUATION. FROM THE OUTSET THE PRIME MINISTER 
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MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WOULD NOT SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE FROM ANY 
QUARTER, NOR ALLOW THE LAW TO BE COMPROMISED IN ANY FASHION 
WHATSOEVER. A NUMBER OF OBSERVERS HAD PREDICTED THAT THE 
POPULAR HARUN WOULDNEVER BE FORCED TO SERVE EVEN A DAY OFHIS 
SENTENCE, BUT THE PRIME MINISTER OBVIOULSY WAS SINCERE WHEN HE 
STATED THAT NO ONE IS ABOVE THE LAW. IN THIS REGARD, MALAYSIAN 
COURTS RULED ON MARCH 14 THAT HARUN'S BAILORS FORFEIT A TOTAL 
OF M$ 150,000 FOR NOT PRODUCING HARUN AT THE SPECIFIED TIME. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE THE FACT THAT DISGRUNTLED UMNO FACTIONS 
REMAIN DISPLEASED WITH WHAT THEY SEE AS "VICTIMIZATION" OF 
MALAY "HERO" DATUK HARUN, THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS ASSOCIATES 
HAVE EMERGED CLEAR WINNERS FROM THE CONFRONTATION. THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S INSISTENCE ON UPHOLDING RULE OF LAW, AND ITS WELL- 
PUBLICIZED DETERMINATION TO USE SECURITY FORCES TO MAINTAIN 
PUBLIC ORDER AND RACIAL PEACE, HAVE IMPROVED ITS CREDIBILITY IN 
MOST CIRCLES. FINALLY, FEARS OF THOSE WHO FELT GOM MOVES 
AGAINST HARUN WOULD INCUR SERIOUS POLITICAL COSTS HAVE BEEN 
ALLAYED TO SOME EXTENT BY MARCH 1 1 KELANTAN ELECTION RESULTS 
WHERE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT S RULING COALITION AND ITS ELECTORAL 
ALLIES RECEIVED UNEXPECTEDLY STRONG MANDATE. 
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